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Reviews and Notices of Books.
Gonococcal Infections. By Major C. E. PoL1 ocn, Royal

Army Medical Corps ; and Major L. W. HARRISON, Royal
Army Medical Corps. London: Henry Frowde, Oxford
University Press, and Hodder and Stoughton. 1912.

Pp. 222. Price 5s. net.

NOT very many years have elapsed since an attack of gonor-
rhoea was looked upon as a rather trivial affair, for the urethritis
was regarded as its only manifestation, except that it was
known that occasionally the conjunctiva might be affected,
that an epididymitis might follow, and that an arthritis

might also be associated. Our present knowledge has in-

vested the gonococcus with much more importance-gonor-
rhcea may be said to rival syphilis in the number, variety,
and seriousness of its manifestations, complications, and
sequelae. It is certain that the identification of the gono-
coccus by Neisser exerted an enormous influence on the study
of the disease, for it enabled the surgeon to recognise it

much more early in doubtful cases than was formerly
possible. Even when we have definitely learned that some
affection is due to the gonococcus, treatment is by no means
easy, for though we may exterminate the gonococcus with
ease so long as it is confined to the surface of a mucous

membrane, as soon as it has penetrated into the epithelium
it is beyond our reach. The recognition of the vast import-
ance of the gonococcal infections has rendered it necessary
that medical men should have a fuller knowledge, and this
book should have a good influence both on the treatment
and on the prevention of the disease.
The work contains a full account of the gonococcus, the

methods of staining and cultivating it, and the preparation
of vaccines. Gonococcal infection of the urethra and its

local extensions, both in the male and in the female, with
the various complications, are described. Gonococcal oph-
thalmia is also considered, and the authors point out that
this disease may be primary and may occur in patients
without any urethritis. There is a certain amount of risk

that the surgeon or nurse who syringes the eyes of a patient
suffering from gonorrhoeal conjunctivitis may become in-
fected owing to some of the pus being splashed into the

unprotected eye, therefore the authors advise that goggles
should be worn by the surgeon or nurse while doing the
syringing.
An important chapter is that dealing with the subject

of vulvo-vaginitis in little girls. The disease is more I
common than is often thought, and according to

Hamilton’s statistics 4 per cent. of the children admitted

to the Babies’ Hospital, New York, were found to be

suffering from gonorrhceal vulvo-vaginitis, and it may occur
in an epidemic form in children’s hospitals. It should be
made a rule in all hospitals that every child admitted for
any disease whatever should be carefully examined, and if

there is any sign of a vaginal discharge the child should
not be placed in the same ward as other children, but should
be kept in an observation ward under the care of separate
nurses. The greatest care needs to be taken with regard
to the towels and linen used in the ward. Even the bath

requires to be disinfected after an infected child has bathed
in it.

The last chapter deals with the subject of gonococcal
septicaemia, a condition which even yet has not generally
been estimated at its full import. The less serious manifesta-
tions, such as arthritis and endocarditis, have long been
known, and we are still learning more of these obscure
chronic inflammatory affections ; there may, however, be a I
true general septicaemia caused by the gonococcus, and

though only a few cases have been recorded, it is not

improbable that it is more common than has been thought.,
In an appendix to a thoroughly good little book are put,
together formulae for injections and stains.

1’Taauccl of Operative Surgery. By JOHN FAIRBAIRN BINNI9,,
A.M., C.M. Aberd., Surgeon to the General Hospital,
Kansas City, Mo. Fifth edition, revised and enlarged.
With 1365 illustrations, a number of which are printed
in colours. London : H. K. Lewis. 1912. Pp. 1153.
Price 30s. net.
WE think that Mr. Binnie has acted wisely in issuing this

new edition of his work in one volume in place of two, for it
is much more convenient for the reader to have the whole
work between two covers than to have to refer first to one
volume and then to another. In speaking of earlier issues
we have expressed in the highest terms our appreciation both
of the design and of the execution of this work, and we
could only repeat our former words if we had to express our

opinion of this issue. The whole scheme of the book is to

give the surgeon an account of the various methods off

operating for different conditions ; and these descriptions
are given in the briefest form possible, so as to provide the
maximum of information in the minimum of space. Fo?

the most part only those procedures which are now employed.
are described, although occasionally we find operations
explained which are out of date.

L The illustrations are very numerous and good. Altogether
we can confidently recommend the book as of the greatest
value ; the surgeon who desires, as a rule, to see almost at

: a glance all that is advised in the way of operation for the-
j treatment of any condition will find here what he wants
We know no other book written on the same lines.

 Schutzfermente des tierise3zet Organismus. Ein Beitrag zwr-
j Kenntnis der Abwehrmassregeln des tierischen Organismus.
i gegen k&ouml;rper-, blut- and wellfreoade Stoffe. Von EMIL.

ABDERHALDEN, Direktor des Physiologischen Institutes.
der Universitat zu Halle a.S. Mit 8 Textfiguren.
Berlin : Julius Springer. 1912. Pp. 110. Price, paper,
3.20 marks; bound, 3.80 marks. 

IN the preface there is an extraordinary parade of
j " Ichs," but in spite of this the work is both interesting and
- suggestive. The author proceeds from the assumption that

the cells of the body after the introduction into them of
3 foreign substances do not react by processes which are com-
; pletely new and alien to their usual mode of action. Rather

does he seek to show that the whole question of the reactions
t associated with immunity is one which is in close relation to
B the normal actions of the cells. He sets himself the task to-

) determine if the blood plasma normally contains ferments,
1 and whether after the introduction of foreign material,
3 ferments not normally present in the plasma could be
r detected. As a matter of fact, after the direct introduction
e of such foreign substances into the blood, ferments did
r appear in the plasma and destroyed the foreign material
f introduced, and thus robbed it of its specific character.
1 This fact the author links up with the results of immunity
1 and anaphylaxy. In pregnancy the blood contains sub-
e stances or ferments which are supplied to it from the

chorionic villi, and the author states that this makes possible
h the detection of pregnancy.

The whole text is written without being broken up into
chapters, which makes the task of reading it rather arduousa
There is no indication in the text where one part of the

y subject ends and the next begins. We feel sure that the
i- author in his exposition would gain immensely by sub-
n’ dividing the text and inserting proper headings. This would
e! add but a page or two to the text, and would be a great gain
a to the reader, especially an English reader. He deals with

d the general protective arrangements in cells, such as the
t cell wall and its permeable or semi-permeable qualities,



40

while to its ferments he attributes a ’’ very great r6le.’
He then passes on to the division of labour amongst
the cells of a composite organism, which brings him

to the question of the importance of milk for the

suckling and the whole question as to the formation
of its organic constituents. The object of digestion is to
prevent the introduction into the organism of products which
are not adapted either for the blood itself or for the cells of
the body. The methods by which the body protects itself

against the invasion of organisms of all kinds are briefly con-
sidered. The ferments present in cells are described, and
then the author cites the experiments of himself and his

co-workers on "protective ferments." He shows that the

direct introduction into the blood of proteins and their

nearest derivatives not normally represented in the blood
causes the appearance of ferments in the plasma. The same

applies to carbohydrates, fats, nucleo-proteins, and nucleins.
Full details are given, for which we must refer to the original
(pp. 48-73). The origin of these protective ferments is

suggested. Probably the leucocytes play a very important
r6le. The removal of the fibrinous exudate in the alveoli

of the lungs in pneumonia is due to the ferments of the

entangled or invading leucocytes.
Gynaecologists and biologists alike should interest them-

selves in what the author calls " the biological diagnosis of
pregnancy" already alluded to, it being premised that

Professor Abderhalden is a good example of one who
cultivates what Tyndall called the " scientific use of the

imagination." The literature cited runs to 10 pages, but
there is no index.

Handbook of Diseases of the Ear. Bv RICHARD LAKE,
F.R.C.S. Eng. Fourth edition. With 77 illustrations
and 4 coloured plates. London: Bailliere, Tindall, and
Cox. 1912. Pp. xiii.-287. Price 7s. 6d. net.

WE welcome the fourth edition of this useful little hand-

book. Its appearance so soon after the third edition testifies

to its popularity. Although only two years have elapsed a
considerable part of the text has been re-jised and many addi-
tions have been made, increasing the size of the volume by 40
pages. The four coloured plates are now put together at the
beginning of the book.
Chapter I. has been largely rewritten and two new plates

have been added. Fig. 16 is a useful guide to the

surgical anatomy of the semicircular canals. The material

previously comprised in Chapter III. has now been split up
into three chapters. This is a much better arrangement, and
Chapter IV., on the estimation of the acuteness of hearing,
has been largely rewritten and new matter added under the
headings of fatigue period, anomalous results in tuning-
fork investigations, and on education and re-education. 
Mr. Lake has most carefully elaborated Rinne’s test, 1

and the classification which he makes and calls the 
’’ proportional test is worth the careful consideration 

of all. This chapter was published in the columns of 

THE LANCET originally. At the end of Chapter IX., on 1

chronic non-suppurative diseases of the middle ear, is a c

paragraph on "fixation of the malleus." 
’’ Here the reader has t

clearly impressed on him the danger of repeated inflation by
Valsalva’s method, especially in the presence of nasal r

obstruction. It is pointed out how not only will there be f

caused a stretching and thinning of the posterior part of the t

membrana tympani, but with each inflation a slight con- h

cussion of the labyrinth. In the following chapter on c

suppurative diseases the author advocates the treatment of v

cholesteatoma with ether, and describes the methed of its a

application. a

Under the heading of operations the choice of h
instruments is discussed, and stress is laid on the prefer- k

ence that should be given to the hand-gouge over the use of p

cmsei ana mauet, as tne use or tne iamer apart rrom Me

concussion that may be caused adds materially to the shock.
LThe hand cutting-gouges devised some years ago by Mr. Lake
! have proved in his hands most useful. In the part of this
. chapter dealing with operations on the labyrinth is a very
! excellent and useful new plate (Fig. 71), and a few of

the author’s special instruments for this work are also
. 

depicted. It will be remembered that Mr. Lake was a

pioneer in operating on the labyrinth for very severe vertigo.
To Chapter XV., on diseases of the internal ear, a most

important short section has been added on aural vertigo.
Here all the various forms of vertigo associated with aural
disease are briefly discussed and their symptoms and treat-
ment given.
We have confined ourselves to noticing the points wherein

this volume differs from the previous edition. It remains

to say that this little book contains an immense amount of

information in a small space; indeed, it is in our opinion
the best book of its size on its subject.

Nephritis, an Experimental and Critical Study of its Nature,
Cause, and the Principles of its Relief. By Dr. MARTIN H.
FISCHER, Eichberg Professor of Physiology in the Uni-

versity of Cincinnati. London: Chapman and Hall.
New York : John Wiley and Sons. 1912. Pp. 203.
Price$2.50 net.

Die Nephritis. Von Dr. MARTIN H. FISCHER. Mit Authorisa-
tion des Verfassers in deutscher Sprache herausgegeben
von HANS HANDOVSKY, Wien, und WOLFG. OSTWALD,
Privatdozent an der Universitat Leipzig. Dresden:
Theodor Steinkopff. 1912. Pp. 156. Price, paper, 5
marks ; bound, 6 marks.
WE can best summarise the general conclusions arrived at

by Professor Fischer by giving in his own words the thesis
he starts out to prove, as stated on the second page of his
book. ’’ All the changes that characterise nephritis are due
to a common cause, the abnormal production or accumulation
of acid in the cells of the kidney. To the action of this

acid on the colloidal structures that make up the kidney are
due the albuminuria, the specific morphological changes
noted in the kidneys, the associated production of casts, the
quantitative variations in the amount of urine secreted, the
quantitative variations in the amounts of dissolved substances
secreted." "

The author then considers the production of albumin-

uria, and endeavours to prove that an abnormal production
or accumulation of acid occurs in every case of albuminuria.

After briefly outlining some of the newer views in regard to
the chemistry and physics of colloids, he maintains that

’’ albuminuria results whenever conditions are offered in the

body which permit the solid colloidal membrane that

separates the blood from the urine to go into solution in the
urine." " It will be seen that Professor Fischer’s views are

strikingly heterodox, and it must be confessed that the

evidence he brings forward in support is anything but con-
vincing. Some of his statements are, indeed, not supported
)y proof, and are in direct opposition to well-established
)bservations, as, for example, his dictum that albuminuria is
,he constant accompaniment of salt starvation.
Having disposed of albuminuria, the author deals with

norphological changes in the kidney. He enjoins us to

ree our minds from erroneous conclusions to which the

emptations of elaborate fixing and staining methods and
high power microscopes have led us. He affirms that the

loudy swelling, the appearance of blood corpuscles extra-
ascularly, and the evidences of a falling apart of the kidney
s a whole and of a disintegration of the individual cells
re the essential morphological changes in nephritis. Because
e has been able by means of acid to produce in surviving
idney tissue changes analogous to cloudy swelling, and to
roduce artificial casts by means of acid, he concludes that
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these changes in nephritis, like the albuminuria, are also
due to the action of acid in the kidney. The dis-

turbances in secretion in nephritis are also held to be

due to an abnormal acid content in the kidney. For

the purpose of his thesis Professor Fischer will not admit

that chronic interstitial nephritis should be regarded as a
form of nephritis. For him it is an atrophy of the kidney,
and the parenchyma cells are normal. He then develops a
" colloidal " theory of the excretion of the urinary water by
the renal cells, and attributes the diminished excretion of
water in nephritis to abnormal production or accumulation of
acid.

The theories put forward are duly applied to the question
of treatment. It is given as a general direction that every
condition which favours the formation or accumulation of

acid in the kidney should be avoided as far as possible. The

entire purpose of the treatment is briefly stated to be the
giving of alkali in order to neutralise the acids present, the
introduction of salt to aid in the reduction of the cedema of
the kidney and other organs, and the administration of

water in large doses at regular intervals. The salts used
are sodium chloride and sodium carbonate, and they are
given in water either by the mouth or rectum. Numerous

experiments are described and a few cases are briefly
reported, but they are not of such a character as to convince
us of the correctness of Professor Fischer’s views or of the

efficacy of his treatment.

A Manual of Clinical Chemistry, Microscopy, and Bacteriology.
By Dr. M. KLOPSTOCK and Dr. A. KOWARSKY, of
Berlin. Only authorised translation from the last German
edition, thoroughly revised and enlarged. London:
Rebman, Limited. 1912. Pp. 371. Price 12s. 6d. net.

THE second edition of this ’’ Manual of Clinical Chemistry,
Microscopy, and Bacteriology," translated into English from
the last German edition, brings the book well up to date,
and that essential to all practical books, an index has been
added. Although enlarged beyond its former scope the book
does not in any way pretend to be a reference work for

those thoroughly conversant with clinical laboratory methods,
but rather appeals to students and practitioners who wish
themselves to perform or to understand the increasing
number of tests appertaining to clinical diagnosis and

treatment.
The first three chapters deal with the bacteriological

examination of secretions from the mouth, pharynx, nose,
and conjunctiva, including a full description of the bacterio-
logical diagnosis of diphtheria. Chapter IV. is devoted to
the examination of the sputum-macroscopic, microscopic,
and bacteriological. Chapter V. deals with the qualitative
and quantitative examination of the gastric contents, the
only tests given being those most suitable for each purpose
in the experience of the authors. In Chapter VI.
are described the methods of examining the fasces,
and of special value are the directions given for the
detection of typhoid bacilli. The examination of the

urine-chemical, microscopical, and bacteriological-is fully
dealt with in the next chapter, whilst Chapter VIII. deals
succinctly with the examination of urethral and prostatic
secretions. The examination of the blood is detailed in 

Chapter IX., and is brought up to date by a description 
of the original Wassermann reaction. Further chapters are
devoted to the examination of fluids obtained by puncture
and of diseases of the skin, whilst the last chapter is ;

especially useful in that it contains the formulas of the
commonly used stains and a detailed account of the con- J

stituents and methods of preparation of the most useful
media for the cultivation of bacteria. 
The authors are moderate throughout in the expression 

of their opinions, careful in describing essential details of 

technique, and as brief as accuracy allows. The book is

illustrated with plates and drawings, the printing is clear,
and the general arrangement of the text is good. The

translation has been adequately performed, though in this
country the uninitiated may be puzzled by some of the

terms used&mdash;e.g., "Klatschpreparata." 
" We recommend the

book to those who require a concise guide to modern clinical
laboratory methods.

LIBRARY TABLE.

Robert Koch : Eine biographische Studie. STon Dr.
KARL WEZEL, Stabsarzt an der Kaiser Wilhems-Akademie
fiir das Militiirarztliche Bildungswesen. Berlin: August
Hirschwald. 1912. Pp.148. Price 3.60 marks.-Any account
of the life of a great man of science is necessarily for the
most part an account of his work, and this is true of the

book before us. After a brief introductory section dealing
with Koch’s position as a pioneer in bacteriology, we have a
chapter devoted to his school days, in which are noted his
early capacity for hard work, his tendency towards scientific
pursuits, and a certain reserve of character which dis-

tinguished him throughout life. The following 16 chapters
deal with his work in chronological order-a subject which
was sufficiently treated in our recent review of Koch’s
’’ Collected Works." The views here expressed are naturally
appreciative rather than critical. The most interesting
chapter in the book is perhaps the eighteenth, which

sketches the personal characteristics of the great observer.
A man of middle height, with broad shoulders, a stern

face, lighting up into a pleasant smile, a clear voice and

direct, lucid style, such are the features presented to us.

Pleasant examples are given of his affectionate relations
with his little daughter, and some of his letters to her are
quoted at length. A firm friend, a good hater at times, an
unsparing worker, a fearless, tireless traveller, Koch was at
once an instance of that side of genius which has been de-
scribed as an infinite capacity for taking pains, as well as an
example of the intuitive penetration which is needed to solve
the riddles of nature. His strenuous life hastened in all

probability his death from a cardiac affection at the age of

67. He left behind him a band of distinguished workers
who had been his students and helpers, the names of many
of whom are collected in the nineteenth chapter of this work.
The book is well written and well printed, and forms a useful
and readable memoir.

Annual Report of the Veterinary Pathologist for the East
African Protectorate (1909-10 and 1910-11).-Pathologists
have a fine field for work in Africa equally in the diseases of
animals and in those of man ; in East Africa, until the past
few years, the field has practically been untrodden. The

report of Mr. Eustace Montgomery, M.R.C.V.S., is interest-
ing reading, as showing what work is being done in veterinary
pathology in East Africa and how much modern science and
modern serum treatment are being applied in the cure and
prevention of diseases of animals. Owing chiefly to the
fact that so much of the wealth of Africa depends upon
its herds and its agriculture, the laboratories which have
been founded there are amongst the best and most completely
equipped in the world. Probably the most complete is that
controlled by Dr. Arnold Theiler in the Transvaal, but East
Africa is determined not to be behind, and the laboratory at
Nairobi, although only recently established, is already in full
swing, preventive sera are being made, and original investi-
gations conducted. Horse sickness, rinderpest, East Coast
fever, variola, coccidiosis of cattle, and swine fever are

apparently very prevalent, and it is interesting to note in

connexion with the last disease that the conclusion of certain

experiments proved that there were differences between the
South African variety and the English strain, as pigs which


